

















Dressing up for Reach

Red Hall Primary School in Gornal raised the money by doing a spon-
sored Fantastic Foundation Fancy Dress Fundraiser which they do
every year. This year the topic was the five senses and they chose
‘touch’ and hence Reach. The Nursery and Reception aged children
did ‘“five laps around the playground in fancy dress’. Joseph's aunt
is the Reception teacher and brought Reach to the attention of the
school who agreed to support the charity this year. Thanks,

EMMA (JOSEPH OXENBURY’'S MUM)

Walking for Reach

On Sun 20 April Matthew Phillips (7) took part in his local newspaper’s
sponsored walk. Matthew walked with his Dad, Chairman Gary Phillips
and his Grandparents a distance of 10 kilometres in approximately
3.5 hours. Matthew raised a grand total of £473 for Reach.

Dancing for Reach

On 4th February Paula Zeller and | were invited to go to the Earls
Barton Folk Dancing group to collect a cheque for £65.00, which
they had raised at their Christmas party. We had a fun couple of
hours trying to learn the dances and trying to keep up with them all!
We would like to thank them all for their kind contribution and the
continuing support for Reach, which goes back to the days when
Sue Stokes lived in the village, and they still talk about Natalie go-
ing to play her recorder for them some years ago.
Thanks again to everyone involved who made us so welcome.
LINDA MCMEEKIN

More fun raising funds for Reach

After last years successful fund raising evening we decided to do
it all again this year. We hired the same hall — Burton Latimer com-
munity centre and had the same band — Dr Busker and sold tickets
for £6.50 to include sausage & chips.
The organising was so much easier this time around, | got in touch
with most people who had tickets last time and let them know
about the night and most of them said they wanted tickets again so
there wasn’t as much worrying from me that we wouldn't sell the
tickets we needed to — although there was no worries about that,
as we had to turn people away in the end!
A good night was had by everyone, although we were let down very
badly by the local chip shop who supplied the chips as they were
late and it took about an hour for the food to come in about 4 dif-
ferent deliveries, but everyone got fed eventually.
We managed to raise £1600 for REACH from the sale of the
tickets, a raffle (all the prizes had been donated), and a whip round
with the bucket.
| would like to thank all my family & friends who helped me make
the night so successful and especially my daughter Jodie (11) and
her friends Abbi, Annie, Ellie and Reece who spent most of the night
selling the raffle tickets & passing the bucket round.
We hope to do it all again next year!
Check out the videos on www.youtube.com <http://www.youtube.
com/> they can be found under Dr Busker Burton Latimer.

LINDA MCMEEKIN
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Cameron Cracks the Cornet!

Cameron proudly shows off his new cornet on his 8th birthday.

Cameron Wemyss was born on 13.5.98. with a partial palm and tiny
boneless buds on his left hand. He showed a keen interest in music
from birth, and the only way to soothe his crying as a baby was to
play classical music loudly, of which, unfortunately, we had limited
supplies.

When he joined his current junior school, Upton Juniors in Dorset, in
Year 3 at the age of 7, he expressed a desire to attend a taster ses-
sion advertised by the brass teacher, Mr. Humphries, for the French
horn. As a family, we had read articles indicating that this was a
suitable instrument for children born with only one hand. Imagine
Cameron’s disappointment when he turned up to find that he did
need only one hand to play the French horn; but it was the left hand
that he was born without which was required.

Mr. Humphries quickly whipped out a cornet from its case and asked
Cameron to try a note. What a relief! He could make a big, loud noise
(which didn't surprise us in the least!) and he only had to use his right
hand to play the valves, using the slight palm he had on his left side
to support the weight of the instrument.

Cameron quickly got the knack of playing this brass instrument,
much to the delight of his parents and both sets of grandparents. So
much so, for his 8th birthday he was presented with a shiny brass
cornet by his grandma and grandpa.

It wasn't long before he was playing in front of his first audience, and
his current head teacher, Mr. Howieson, and past head teacher, Mrs.
Allen, along with Miss Bright, Head of Music, who have always been

very encouraging, allowing Cameron the opportunity to play in vari-
ous assemblies, school concerts and open evenings.

In December 2007, we were extremely proud to learn that Cameron,
aged 9, had passed his grade 3 Music examination, just a few marks
short of a merit. Congratulations, Cameron, on cracking the cornet!

We hope that, by reading this article, other ‘Reach’ children will be
inspired to go out and try an instrument.

HELEN WEMYSS
Marc Playle

Marc is a very talented young guitarist from the North East. Just 22
years old he has recently made the final of an international competi-
tion and news just in is that Marc came 4th, a wonderful achievement
that has made his family rightly proud. The competition was run by
alloutguitar.com an online music mag. There were about 720 entries
from all over the world and the initial public vote went to a South
American guitarist. A judging panel, made up of top guitarists and
other music industry persons then picked the other eleven finalists.
The judges comments were:

“Marc displays a great combination of Eric Johnson/Vinnie Moore
type opening lines, building into a great classic rock type track with
some choice Slash/Schenker style licks: epic ‘traditional’ rock solo-
ing with class. Rest assured, Marc has made the final on merit!”
check out Marc's playing at

www.guitar-idol.co.uk/entries/finalists

Having studied music technology at Newcastle College Marc now
plays lead guitar with his band Minnikin. Their first album ‘Europa’
out soon is well worth a listen for all you heavy rock fans. Marc
describes their music as ‘heavy rock with a twist of grunge.” More
on the band at:

www.myspace.com/minnikin
www.minnikin.com/




Michelle Made It!

Many of you will have seen our intrepid Marathon Stilt runner on TV
with her REACH T-shirt. What a great achievment! Not only that but
Michelle has raised a magnificent sum for the charity. Our grateful
thanks to her and her support team. She sent us this message.

| got my official certificate from Guinness presented on This Morning.
My official time is 8 hours 25 mins! It was long and hard but totally
worth it, the cheers from the crowds and all the runners carried me
through. Even when | finished there were still loads of people around
to cheer me through the finish line! | was supported throughout the
day by my parents John and Jackie, my sister Samantha and her
friend Cassie and four of my friends who were my ‘support team’
and cheering squad, Nicola, Sarah, Rick and Steven as well as Sam
and Andy. They were amazing support and are suffering too as they
walked at least 14 miles of the course if not more with me, as well
as catching me and picking me up when | fell over at 22 miles! But
it was all good.

| would've liked better weather! Got soaked and frozen in the rain and
hail, and am now suffering from a stiff hip and a blister that covers
the complete back of my heel but definitely loved the experience and
am up for doing it again!

Thank you so much for letting me do this for you, the current total
is about £7200!

MICHELLE

Raising Funds

Magnificent March Dance

My name is Tracey Smith and | joined Reach in August last year.
My nephew was born in August last year and his left hand has not
formed properly...thus | joined Reach to see what help and support
was available for him and his Mom and Dad.

For the past two years, | have organised a Charity Dance and helped
raise funds for two charities, Roadpeace and Macmillan. This year, |
decided to support Reach.

So, the Magnificent March Charity Dance took place on 29th March
and was a complete success! The funds we raise are split equally
between Roadpeace and Reach. This year we have raised a wonder-
ful £3784 so far and | have sent cheques to Mandy Murphy at Reach
West Midlands for £1892.00. We still have some more funds on the
way in. We will hopefully (stress permitting) organise another dance
next year, it would be good for people to know what we are up to and
we might be able to get some more support from Reach members.




Cido Bock

QUALITY FOR LIFE

Let’s Play!

Otto Bock’s new Physiolino Babyhand is well suited for the initial fitting of infants and toddlers 8K5
between the ages of 6 and 18 months. Physolino Baby Hand

Fitting with the Physolino Babyhand can prevent incorrect posture and promote the development of
movement and muscle function and also helps to create a more natural appearance. Shape, colour
and surface of the Physiolino Babyhand are reproduced according to the child’s natural hand.

The fingers are soft and flexible, yet strong enough to grip and tightly hold toys or other objects with
both hands. Infants can even crawl with the Physiolino Babyhand.

The Babyhand is made of medical silicone and is so durable that natural behaviours of sucking,
chewing or biting can‘t damage it. Plus, the Physiolino Babyhand is easy to clean.

For more information visit www.ottobock.co.uk or contact your consultant or prosthetist.

Otto Bock Healthcare Plc
32 Parsonage Road, Englefield Green, Egham, Surrey, TW20 OLD
Telephone: 0845 430 1231 Telefax: 01784 744 901 email:bockuk@ottobock.com website:www.ottobock.co.uk
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